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SBNI Public Engagement Frequently Asked Questions and Responses

Scheme Background

Salford City Council and Bolton Council are working in partnership with Transport for Greater 
Manchester (TfGM) to deliver a number of interventions that make up the Salford Bolton Network 
Improvements (SBNI) programme. These interventions are located across Salford and Bolton and are 
focussed on highway improvements, bus priority measures, cycle measures and on-street facility 
improvements for pedestrians. The programme of interventions seeks to make the transport 
network operate more efficiently, promote sustainable journeys and make journey times more 
predictable.

As part of the SBNI programme, it is proposed to introduce a bus lane on the Manchester-bound side 
of Bolton Road (A666) between the M60 off-slip (Junction 16 M60) and the Irlams o’th’ Height 
roundabout. Three sections of bus lane are proposed:

 From Wynne Avenue to opposite the junction with Little Moss Lane;
 From Rivington Crescent to the junction with Agecroft Road; and
 From opposite Fairway to Broomhall Road (adjacent to St John’s Church).

The proposed bus lanes will be a shared bus/cycle lane and will be operational during peak hours 
only (Monday to Friday, 7am-10am and 4pm-7pm). The bus lanes will be available for use by general 
traffic outside of peak hours.

To facilitate the delivery of the proposed bus lanes the width of existing general traffic lanes will be 
amended and a limited amount of carriageway widening will be required to ensure that all traffic 
lanes operate safely. This also allows for appropriate provisions for cyclists. The scheme will not 
change the number of lanes available for general traffic. 

Traffic Regulations Orders (TROs) are required so that the designation of the bus lane and the 
required parking restrictions can be regulated and enforced. Prior to the statutory public 
consultation required as part of the TRO process, public engagement events were held on Thursday 
2 & Tuesday 7 August 2018 at Swinton Gateway, to provide local residents with the opportunity to 
find out more information about the proposals and discuss any issues or queries they may have 
about the scheme. The feedback received at these events and subsequent queries from members of 
the public have been collated and grouped into topics. These frequently asked questions and the 
responses to them are listed below:

 

Q1) Who was contacted about the scheme and invited to the early engagement event?

Prior to the public engagement events taking place, letters were sent to the 644 properties with 
either direct frontage or line of sight to the A666 to notify residents of the proposed scheme and the 
engagement events. 
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Q2) Why is this scheme being undertaken?

The A666, like numerous key routes in Greater Manchester, experiences congestion during peak 
hours. As set out in the Mayor's Congestion Deal for Greater Manchester, congestion can affect 
economic growth, deter investment, exacerbate noise and air pollution and also impacts on the 
punctuality and reliability of the local bus network. The schemes proposed as part of the SBNI 
programme, including the proposed bus lanes on the A666, seek to make the transport network 
operate more efficiently and make journey times more predictable.

Q3) When deciding on the proposed scheme what options have been reviewed/considered?

The SBNI programme has sought to improve the efficiency of the transport network on key routes 
from Bolton to Manchester. The programme was identified as a priority for various reasons including 
the number of commuters who could benefit from the improvements, the opportunity to unlock and 
support economic regeneration and growth of several local communities and to enhance public 
transport connectivity and resilience. 

A wide range of potential schemes were considered and the decision on which schemes were 
included within the programme was based upon anticipated benefits, deliverability, construction 
costs and priorities of the Local Authorities. The schemes ranged from bus stop upgrades, traffic 
calming measures, junction upgrades, regeneration of town centres and bus priority measures.    

Q4) Why is the scheme removing/restricting on street parking?

In order for the proposed bus lanes to operate effectively, on-street parking needs to be restricted 
within the hours of operation to ensure that buses using the lanes are not impeded by parked 
vehicles. 

At the time of the public engagement events it was proposed that complementary parking 
restrictions on the opposite side/direction of carriageway would also be introduced to ensure all 
traffic lanes operate safely and that traffic flows are not unduly affected by parked vehicles. 
However, following feedback from the engagement event, the scheme design has been amended 
and these parking restrictions on the outbound side of the A666 have been removed or minimised as 
far as possible. 

Q5) What is being done to address concerns regarding pedestrian safety raised at the engagement 
event? i.e. width of existing footway, removal of crossing points and the interface at Irlams 
o’th’Height roundabout

As noted in the engagement event, the proposals avoid reducing the existing footpath width 
wherever possible. Where there are existing narrow areas unaffected by the proposals we are 



making efforts to widen footways where feasible. In the small number of areas where the 
carriageway will be widened, appropriate footway width is available and the recommended 
minimum widths can be maintained. 

The scheme will not result in the removal of any existing crossing points. A controlled crossing 
between Wyndam Avenue and Gaskell Street will be relocated further north and upgraded to a 
combined pedestrian and cyclist crossing. An uncontrolled crossing near Westwood Drive will also be 
upgraded to a signal controlled crossing for pedestrians and cyclists. 

At the Irlams o’th’Height roundabout there is an existing shared-use footway for pedestrians and 
cyclists. Due to physical constraints it is not possible to fully segregate pedestrians and cyclists in this 
location as part of this scheme. Additional signage is however proposed to improve safety between 
pedestrians and cyclists.  

Q6) What is being done to improve cycle safety?

It should be noted that cyclists are permitted to use the inbound bus lane during the hours of bus 
lane operation. 

Since the engagement event the proposals have been amended to provide enhanced facilities for 
cyclists on the outbound side of the A666. In particular, it is now proposed that the existing advisory 
cycle lane on the outbound sections of the A666 between the Irlams o’th’ Height roundabout and 
the junction with Agecroft Road and  from Beyond Agecroft Junction to Hospital Road will be 
upgraded to a mandatory cycle lane and its width increased from 1.25m to 1.5m. Mandatory cycle 
lanes aim to improve road safety by preventing motor vehicles from entering the designated road 
space and in doing so reduce the potential for collision between cyclists and motor vehicles. 

The hours of operation of the bus lane and mandatory cycle lane will be peak hours only (Monday-
Friday, 7am-10am and 4-7pm). Outside of these hours general traffic will be able to use the bus lane 
and the mandatory cycle lane will revert to an advisory cycle lane. 

Q7) How have the hours of operation of the bus lane been decided? 

The rationale for the proposed hours of operation of the bus lanes is due to the fact that levels of 
congestion on the A666, as with other key routes in Greater Manchester, are most significant during 
the morning and evening peak hours. As such, it is during these hours that the scheme will provide 
the greatest benefit for bus passengers and general traffic. 

Adopting these hours of operation for the proposed bus lanes will also ensure that they align with 
the operational hours of other bus lanes across Greater Manchester – ensuring consistency for road 
users. 



Q8) How many buses and bus services will use the bus lanes?

The following bus services operate on all or part of the A666 between the M60 off-slip (Junction 16 
M60) and the Irlams o’th’ Height roundabout: 

 2: Bolton – Trafford Centre 
 8: Bolton – Manchester
 75: Pendleton – Agecroft – Seedley Circular
 484: Eccles – Whitefield

Based on current service patterns, 123 buses travel on the Manchester-bound section of the A666 
between the M60 off-slip (Junction 16 M60) and Station Road on a standard weekday. 103 buses per 
day travel on the Manchester-bound section of the A666 between Rivington Crescent and Agecroft 
Road and 104 use the section between Agecroft Road and the Irlams o’th’ Height roundabout. The 
number of buses using these sections of the bus lane in the peak hour (08:00 – 09:00) is 8,7 and 7 
respectively.

Of the services operating on this route, the number 8 service is the most frequent and has a 
timetabled frequency of one service every 10 minutes. However, some of the scheduled services 
may currently be delayed in general traffic, particularly during the rush hour peaks. 

Q9) Who can I contact for further information about this scheme?

All enquiries about the proposed scheme should be sent to the Salford roadworks email address 
SalfordRoadWorks@urbanvision.org.uk.

Alternatively, any written correspondence can be addressed to:

SBNI Project c/o Highways Department, 
Salford City Council, 
Salford Civic Centre, 
Chorley Road, 
Swinton, 
Salford, 
M27 5AW.
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